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Aim:

Establish a clear administrative guideline for the allocation of turf wickets.
Purpose:

Auckland Cricket has experienced sustained growth in the number of participants playing cricket over the previous two years. This growth has significantly increased the pressure on grounds and the allocation of quality wickets within a reasonable travelling distance to the home club is becoming increasingly difficult to manage. The purpose of this policy is to provide the ACA and its member clubs with a clear understanding of how turf and artificial wickets are allocated and to maintain a transparent and consistent allocation practice.
Turf wicket priority rankings:
Turf wickets are allocated to the following grades in order of priority, with one being given the highest priority:
1. Men’s Premier 
2. Women’s Premier
3. Men’s Premier Reserve
4. Men’s Two-Day Senior A

5. Men’s Two-Day Senior B

6. Men’s Two-Day Senior C

7. Men’s One-Day 1A

8. Men’s One-Day 1B

9. Youth: Year 9/10 Premier
10. Youth: Under 18 Premier

11. Youth: Year 8 Premier (post Christmas)
12. All other grades where possible
Factors influencing priority rankings:
It is important to highlight that the above listed priorities are subject to a number of influencing factors which impact on Auckland Crickets ability to allocate turf wickets. These influencing factors are, but not limited to, those listed below. 

1. Right of the home team
The designated home team will be given priority of a ‘home’ turf wicket in the order of priority listed in above. This may result in a designated home team being allocated a turf wicket ahead of a team listed higher on the priority ranking. Where there is no available ‘home’ turf wicket the home side will be allocated a ‘home’ artificial wicket before an available ‘away’ turf wicket.
Men’s Two-Day Senior A1 grade is the only exception to this rule. Senior A1 will be allocated turf wickets at every opportunity which may result in the designated home team being allocated an ‘away’ turf wicket. 

2. Consistency within a grade
Where the majority of teams within a grade are allocated turf wickets on the home team rule priority will be given to that grade ahead of those ranked higher to ensure teams within a grade play on the same surface in a particular round wherever possible. 

3. Balancing Men’s and Youth grade allocations
There is often a need to balance turf wicket allocations with lower grade artificial wicket allocations to ensure a home team plays within a reasonable proximity to their home club. Considering that school wickets can not be allocated to Men’s grades this means that Youth grades, listed 9 to 11 in the priority rankings, may lose their priority to lower ranked Men’s grades to ensure teams are allocated a ground within a reasonable proximity to their home club.

4. Individual Club Priority Designations

Cancellation of turf wickets
Turf wickets can be significantly affected by adverse weather conditions. In the event of advanced warning or notice of adverse weather conditions Auckland Cricket reserves the right to move grades listed 1 to 4 on the priority ranking from turf wickets to artificial wickets to provide the highest probability of a match being completed. This only applies to one-day matches.

With the volume of matches scheduled each week this may result in a blanket cancellation of a lower grade to accommodate. Should Auckland Cricket determine that this action is necessary the grades to be cancelled will be decided based on the following, with one being given the highest priority: 
1. Grade most affected by defaults
Any grade that has received 2 or more default notices and therefore will have the least amount of teams affected by a cancellation will be cancelled first.
2. One-Day 7A
3. One-Day 6B

4. One-Day 6A

5. Presidents Grade
Please note that Auckland Cricket will not cancel the same grade more than once.
